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One of the core tenets of reductionism is the deal of unity, of a unified, comprehensive
understanding of reality. And although it is in principle not necessary to do so by choosing
physics as one's fundament, it is a natural choice: everything we can study empirically is made
of, or otherwise involves, physical stuff, physical happenings, or physical forces. From this
physicalist-reductionist perspective, claiming that one or the other phenomenon cannot be
reduced (in some informative sense) to the physical level amounts to giving up on the ideal of
unity: it leaves us with unsatisfactory forms of dualism or pluralism. | will argue that the
reductionist is right: unity is ultimately crucial. The error of the reductionist lies not in her
commitment to unity, but rather in her assumption that this requires singling out one level —
paradigmatically the physical — as the only metaphysically fundamental one. And so we can say
that the pluralist, too, is right: the variety of natural phenomena, reflected in a variety of
scientific disciplines, is best understood as a metaphysically genuine plurality. The error of the
pluralist lies not in her recognition of this plurality, but rather in her assumption that this requires
rejecting the ideal of unity. | conclude by sketching a synthesis of unity and pluralism: unity
without reductionism.
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